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PAINTED WALLS

G a jump start
ow spring cleaning!

The painted walls, doors and trim in
your kitchen, bath and entranceway
don't collect as much dirt as the
horizontal surfaces in these areas
but their daily exposure to moisture,
grime, cooking splatter, spray Qy/
from hair products and smudges
left from dirty hands warrants

an occasional serious cleaning.

The type of paint on your walls,

doors and trim should determine your
method of approach. If you're not
sure of the paint type, test small,
hidden areas to see if cleaning affects
the finish. In any case, avoid strong
alkali and abrasive cleaners and
coloured scrub pads, which can
damage the finish or change the
colour of the paint.

Flat latex paint is not as washable as
semigloss, gloss or satin enamel
paint. You risk removing some of the
paint along with the dirt, especially if
you use heavy-duty cleaners or scrub
too hard. A few drops of mild hand
dishwashing liquid and warm (not hot)
water is a safe choice for flat latex
paints. The cleaning solution should
not sit on the painted surface for more
than one minute. So clean, rinse,
and dry one section before moving to
the next section.

General-purpose enamel is fairly

f o

stain-resistant and can handle gentle
scrubbing. If the enamel paint is very
dirty, try a mild alkali solution, such as
2 tablespoons ammonia or laundry
detergent powder in 1 gallon of warm
water, Stronger solutions will
remove some of the paint, so be sure
: to test a hidden spot before
starting to wash larger
dareas.
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Clean Walls

To banish grime
on your painted walls,
complete the following steps

Dust or vacuum walls,
beginning at the top,
to remove dirt,
dust and cobwebs.

Work in one small section
before moving to an
~ overlapping section, wipe
the wall from the bottom up
with your sponge
and cleaning solution.

Rinse with cool,
3 clear water and
a clean sponge.

Blot dry with clean,
soft absorbent
cloths or towels.
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You may decide that you'd rather
repaintthe walls than clean them!

If so, be aware that if you don't clean
off accumulated grease and grime,
especially in kitchens and
bathrooms, your new paint will not
adhere properly. If you do choose
to repaint, use a degreaser to clean
walls in the kitchen and bath.






